
Lesson 1 Life-long Learning 
(The First Period)
Teaching Objectives:

By the end of this period, the students will be able to:

1. retell the learning experiences of the three life-long learners, using the information and vocabulary acquired from the texts

2. learn the importance of life-long learning and make their own plans for continuous study.
3. develop and practice the strategies for prediction, working out meanings and making inference.

Knowledge Objectives:

To get familiar with the following words and phrases: 

	qualification;  secure;  frankly speaking;  lay off;  go blank; swell; suspect; lump;   throat; status;  chief;  saying;  postage;  instruct;  aside from;  bury; alphabet


Ability Objectives:

1. By finishing different reading tasks, students can understand the main idea of the reading texts and more detailed information as well.

2. By listening to the texts to improve students’ listening ability and correct their pronunciation.
Teaching Important Points:

1. To get familiar with some words and phrases related to the lifelong learning.

2. To improve students’ reading strategies for prediction of True-or-False statements.
Teaching Difficulties:

1. How to help students achieve a better understanding of the importance of life-long learning and encourage them to make their own plans for continuous study.
2. Guide the students to use the information and vocabulary acquired from the texts. 

3. How to help students learn about the form of Third Conditional (Subjunctive Mood) 
Teaching Methods:

1. Task-based learning method
2. Discovering learning method
3. Student-centered method (individual work; pair work and group work)
4. Discussion

Teaching Aids：computer; cassette

Teaching Procedures:

Ⅰ. Warming up

T: (first show a slide about some children attending class.) How happy they are in the childhood when they begin to learn writing, singing and playing games. Now we are working hard for entering a university, is it true?
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S:

T: I know you all work hard, but sometimes you feel tired. If you graduate from a university and get a job, do you think it necessary to continue learning something new? 

S: 

T: (showing some pictures about middle-aged people having classes and an old man learning computer) Asking students “what do you think of them learning?” “Why do they learn? “Is it true that as long as you live you must learn?”
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S:

T: Now let’s read an article “The Importance of Life-Long Learning”. You will learn some new thoughts and ideas about life-long learning. It is valuable for your growth.

Ⅱ Pre-reading and Fasting reading
1. Pre-teach the key words:  
qualification; secure; frankly speaking; lay off; go blank; swell; suspect; lump; throat; status; chief; saying; postage; instruct; aside from; bury; alphabet

    2. Skim the text:  have Ss read the title, the paragraph in italic as well as the subtitles quickly to make clear of the main idea and the writer’ s purpose of writing. 

3. Scan the text:  make Ss read the texts quickly and find out what the three learners studied. (computer engineering; business; internet and an English course)
Ⅲ Careful Reading  

Task 1  Read and Match

Have Ss read the texts again, circle the words/phrases in the texts and then match them with their definitions: 
1. secure, 
2. frankly, 
3. suspect,
4. status, 
5. chief, 
6. swell with, 
7. aside from
8. lay off
9. blank 

10. lump
11. postage
12. bury
a) cover from sight; 

b) the charge for mailing something
c) void of expression 
d) a large piece of something without definite shape;
e) dismiss, usually for economic reasons
f) free from danger or risk
g) apart from; except

h) imagine to be the case or true or probable

i) most important element
j) (used as intensives reflecting the speaker’ s attitude) it is sincerely the case that;
k) become filled with pride, arrogance, or anger;

l) the relative position or standing of things or especially persons in a society

Answers: 1-f; 2-j; 3-h; 4-l; 5-i; 6-k;7-g;8-e; 9-c; 10-d; 11-b; 12-a
Task 2  Read for True or False

1. Sun Wen continues his study after he graduated from a university.

2. Ms Tang had worked for a company for over 20 years before she was laid off.

3. Ms Tang feels it best to be laid off after she has learned so many new skills.
4. Grandpa Chen started to learn the Internet because he wanted to see his grandchildren in the US on the i-cam.

5. New challenges, competitive job market and technology revolution ask you as a life-long learner.
Answers:  1. F   2. T  3. T   4. F   5.T
Task 3  Read for the detailed information

1. Ss read the texts once more and fill in the table with the correct information.
	Name
	Sun Wen
	Ms Tang    
	Grandpa Chen

	What did they study?
	
	
	    

	Reason for study
	
	
	           

	How did they study?
	
	
	         

	Result of their study
	
	
	          


2. Ss check their answers in pairs and then check the answers with the whole class.
Answers: 
	Name
	Sun Wen
	Ms Tang
	Grandpa Chen

	What did they study?
	Computer Engineering;
	Business;
	How to email and use the Internet

	Reason for study
	Give himself a second chance to study for a degree;
	Got bored with being a fulltime house’ wife after being laid off from work and dreamt of starting her own company
	It was too expensive to airmail letters after the price of postage went up;

	How did they study?
	By distance learning;
	Did a business course;
	Got his grandson to instruct him;

	Result of their study
	About to graduate with a Bachelor’s degree;  Getting promoted at work.
	Has learnt many new skills and prepared a business plan for setting up her own export company
	Sends and receives messages fast，can see and talk to his grandchildren in the US on the i-Cam;  He’s now doing an Eng1ish course.


3. Check the answers as a class. Teacher elicits three new words or phrases encountered in the answers: lay off, postage, instruct. 
Task 4 Repeat for correct pronunciation
Ask students to listen to the cassette and repeat to correct their pronunciation.

T: draw a conclusion: The word is developing so fast that you must learn all the time even if you graduate from a university; otherwise you fall behind others. If you don’t learn you can’t understand the knowledge in your working field, you will lose your job. 

Ⅳ Post-reading   
1. Teacher helps Ss internalize the information according to the completed table. Based on the table, students practice retelling the text one by one.
2. Ss work in groups to make a TV interview about life-long learning experiences.

3. Discussion: 

a) How important is it for people to continue their studies after formal education? Give an example.
b) What is it about the world today that makes it necessary to continue learning?

c) In what ways can you take part in life-long learning after you finish school or university?

4.  Ss write down their own plan for continuous study and then read it to their partner
V  Homework
1) Write a short passage to state the importance of life-long learning. Give at least one example. 
2) Review the vocabulary learned in this period and finish Ex.5 on P37.
Blackboard Design: 
Unit 15 Lesson 1   Life-long Learning

1. Key words:  
qualification; secure; frankly speaking; lay off; go blank; swell; suspect; lump; throat; status; chief; saying; postage; instruct; aside from; bury; alphabet

2. What did the three learner study?

Sun Wen: computer engineering; 
Ms Tang: business; 
Grandpa Chen: emailing on the Internet and an English course
3. Fill in the form:

	Name
	Sun Wen
	Ms Tang
	Grandpa Chen

	What did they study?
	
	
	

	Reason for study
	
	
	

	How did they study?
	
	
	

	Result of their study
	
	
	


4. Assignment

 Reflection after teaching（教学反思）
本节课我通过不同的任务设置，让学生在小组活动中通过合作和探究来完成各个任务，不同的任务设置激发了学生的学习兴趣和用英语表达的欲望，小组活动在竞赛中进行，使得小组活动既有合作又有竞争，增加了小组活动的有效性。同时小组竞赛和课堂评价表的非测试性评价手段对学生日常学习过程中的表现、所取得的成绩以及所反映出的情感、态度、策略等方面的发展做出评价，达到激励学生学习，帮助学生有效调控自己的学习过程，使学生获得成就感，增强自信心，培养合作精神的目的。

    由于学生的语言基础不扎实，在表达自己的看法和用英语进行讨论时，不时有学生夹杂着汉语，或有的学生不敢大胆说出自己的看法，欲言又止。这说明，在平时的教学中，我应该多呈现给学生更多的常用句型，让学生掌握常用句型，在让学生进行谈论前，应尽量帮助学生解决语言困难。在学生进行小组活动时，应尽量给学生更多的帮助，主动了解学生的语言困难。
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