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Storytelling is an ancient way of civilizing heritage. Digital storytelling is a new way of storytelling which originated in the 80th of last century. Then, what is digital storytelling? There can be many definitions. Generally speaking, it is the combination of the art of storytelling and multiple media tools (image, sound, video, animation and web page). In professional way, there are seven main elements of a digital story developed by digital storytelling pioneer Joe Lambert in his digital storytelling cookbook: point of view, dramatic questions, emotional content, the gift of your voice, the power of the soundtrack, economy and pacing. (Digital Storytelling Cookbook, J.Lambert, pp.9-19) 

Then, why digital storytelling? Since digital storytelling give expression to interpret personal stories by using digital medium, it can develop the visual and multimedia attainment of the viewer. Digital storytelling provides viewer competitive and persuasive voice to extend the boundary of interchange, and increase the depth and intensity of interchange. Digital storytelling uses the available tools of the computer and Internet, and morphs it with words and narration, with the final outcome being an interesting multi-media mix of images and voice. (What is Digital Storytelling? http://www.umass.edu/wmwp/DigitalStorytelling/, viewed 13/08/2010) Therefore, it can make the audience more creative and attract the audience’s interest, especially when it is used on education. Digital storytelling can tell a lot of things within a shot period. For instance, unlike novel using many pages of word to describe the story, movie using sound and images tell the story just in 2 hours. 
According to Joe’s point, all stories are told to make a point. (Digital Storytelling Cookbook, J.Lambert, p10) Digital storytelling is a powerful emotional way that you can express your point. Digital storytelling gives a strong effect on the mind and senses through the using of soundtrack and the changes of performers’ countenance. For example, when I was watching the film “The Cabinet of Dr Caligari” which not has dialogue in the film, I focused on the movement of the performers and extremely care about their countenance and the sound. The visual and auditory impact gives me a more effective explanation of the emotion and the central point and I felt like I was in the film too. In contrast with only narrate the story in words, telling story by image and voice leave a deeper impression. Digital storytelling can even show the character of the role by using light. Positive character always appears on the scene with bright light, while negative character often appears on the scene with dark light. 
In addition, to make a digital story does not need so much professional knowledge and writing skills like to make a novel. Digital storytelling can attract the viewer easily by using a camera shot a short period of everyday life. See the link below,

http://www.youtube.com/index?desktop_uri=%2F&gl=AU#/watch?client=mv-google&xl=xl_blazer&xl=xl_blazer&v=zlPb8vsvcoM
It is not made from a famous director, but it still got very high amount of click and lots of comments. Digital storytelling is an easier way that we can tell stories freely.
In my opinion, digital storytelling is the recording of our personal life. It gives us the opportunity to show our own explanation to our life to others, to the world. It displays in the most common way like music video and movie. The process of making a digital story creates our imagination and trains our ability of organization since it combines multiple sense organs. In brief, digital storytelling is an enjoyable way for the makers and viewers share and exchange their minds, and it is simple to make. So, why not digital storytelling?
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